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THE SAFETY ACT 

Mr. CHAFEE. Madam President, I 
would like to thank the Republican 
Leader for his willingness to address 
concerns raised by me and our col-
leagues from Maine regarding certain 
provisions in H.R. 5005, the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002. 

In the interests of clarity, I wanted 
to discuss one aspect of the Support 
Anti-Terrorism by Fostering Effective 
Technologies (SAFETY) Act of 2002, 
which is included in H.R. 5005. The 
SAFETY Act provides that the 
‘‘government contractor defense’’ will 
be available to certain sellers of anti-
terrorism technology. In Boyle v. 
United Technologies Corp., 487 U.S. 500, 

108 S. Ct. 2510 (1988), the U.S. Supreme 
Court recognized that the government 
contractor defense offers relief to cer-
tain defendants from liability for de-
sign defects. It is my understanding 
that the drafters of the SAFETY Act 
were aware of the Boyle decision and 
intended for the government con-
tractor defense to apply solely to de-
sign defect claims, rather than offering 
blanket relief to any and all causes of 
action. 

Mr. LOTT. I concur with the Senator 
from Rhode Island. It is clear that the 
government contractor defense con-
tained in the SAFETY Act could be 
raised only in response to design defect 
claims. 

Mr. CHAFEE. I thank the Republican 
Leader, and look forward to the oppor-

tunity to correct three other provi-
sions of the Homeland Security Act 
when the 108th Congress convenes in 
January.

FIRST RESPONDERS 

Mr. DAYTON. Madam President, I 
would like to speak about a very im-
portant first responder matter which, I 
hope, the Senate will include in the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002. 

By definition, emergency manage-
ment usually occurs in crisis. The inci-
dent managers must assess the emer-
gency, organize the staff, and direct 
their responses under very difficult 
conditions. Currently, however, many 
first responders are not fully prepared 
for attacks like September 11, 2001.
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By order of the Joint Committee on Printing. 
MARK DAYTON, Chairman. 
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